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OCC Student Veterans Program

You proudly served us. Now we proudly serve you. Our primary goal is to 
provide comprehensive services that help you make the transition from 
military service to college life. Orange Coast College’s (OCC) Student Veterans 
Program provides an array of services to help you meet your educational 
goal. Our program includes:

• Veterans Services/Certifying Officials

• Veterans Resource Center (VRC)

• Academic Counseling

• Student Veterans Group 

• Drop Zone

• Appointments with agency representatives such as CALVET, AMVETS, 
and other community resources.

• VET NET Ally

Veterans Services

1st Floor, Watson Hall

714-432-0202 ext. 26645 or 26376

www.orangecoastcollege.edu/student_services/veterans

Veterans Services provides assistance with:

• Admissions

• Assistance with scheduling placement testing or course placement 

• GI Education Benefits Orientation

• Registration with Veterans’ Priority

• Academic counseling appointments

• Fee Deferral (Post-9/11 only)

• Certification of your enrollment status, programs and academic progress 
for educational benefits as set forth by the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.



Step 1—Admission & Enrollment
Apply for admission and for financial aid early. Applications for both are 
available online at www.orangecoastcollege.edu. Open access computers 
available for your use in the Enrollment Center, Financial Aid Office, and 
Veterans Resource Center.

Step 2—Placement Testing
After you’ve applied for admission and received your student ID number, 
follow the instructions in the email you received to schedule an appointment 
with the Assessment Center for a placement test. If you have successfully 
completed college level math and English (with a “C” or better) at another 
accredited college, you may not need to take the placement tests. Your 
transcripts may be used for course placement in English and math classes 
and to meet the placement requirements. 

Request official copies of your military transcripts and official transcripts from 
other college/universities you’ve attended and hand-deliver them to OCC 
Veterans Services.

Veterans without a placement test appointment may arrive 15 minutes 
before a scheduled assessment test. If stand-by appointments are available, 
priority for those appointments is given to veterans.

Step 3—GI Education Benefits Orientation 
If you are planning on using your GI Education benefits at OCC you must 
attend OCC’s GI Education Benefits Orientation. See the OCC Veterans 
Services website (on the Events calendar) for the weekly schedule. Bring your 
official transcripts along with your DD-214 and your Certificate of Eligibility, 
if you have one. Applications for GI Education benefits will be available at the 
orientation if you haven’t already applied. 

Note: The Department of Veterans Affairs: determines benefit 
eligibility, rate of compensation, and answers all questions concerning 
payment.

1-888-442-4551 or www.gibill.va.gov

Step 4—Academic Orientation/Counseling 
Appointment 

If you have not successfully completed 15 or more college units at an 
accredited college/university, an Academic Orientation is required. Academic 
Orientation appointments are scheduled through Veterans Services. In 
addition to orientation, all students (including veterans) must have a Student 
Education Plan (SEP) on file in order to receive priority registration. Your 
academic counselor will help you develop an approved SEP. 



Step 5—Register for Classes
As a veteran, you may be eligible for priority registration. Submit a copy of your 
DD-214 to Veterans Services to ensure that you are assigned veterans priority 
registration. Verify your veterans priority by checking your registration status 
on your MyOCC portal. You may register for classes on or after your registration 
date by logging on to your MyOCC portal.

All registration fees are due at the time of registration and should be submitted 
IMMEDIATELY after registering for classes, even if you anticipate receiving 
financial aid and/or veterans’ educational benefits. Only veterans using the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill (Ch. 33) will have their IN-STATE tuition and fees deferred since 
it is paid by the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Step 6—Certification of Benefits
If you are utilizing your GI Education benefits, you need to submit a copy of 
your Student Web Schedule Bill (print this from your MyOCC portal page) to 
Veterans Services IMMEDIATELY after registering for classes. Veterans Services 
will verify courses and send certification to the Department of Veterans Affairs 
(DVA). Processing may take the DVA 30 to 60 days. You may receive your first 
monthly stipend or Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) as early as the first day 
of the month following the first full month of the term. Veterans using the  
Post-9/11 GI Bill may receive their books and supplies stipend prior to receiving 
their BAH.

Veteran Resource Center (VRC)

Located in the Student Center next to the Associated Students’ Office

714-432-0202 ext. 26188

occvrc@occ.cccd.edu

The Veterans’ Resource Center (VRC) includes both an Office and a Lounge 
where veteran students can find information about various campus and 
community resources, meet other veterans, use the open-access computers, 
or relax in between classes. The Lounge is open during the summer, fall, and 
spring semesters. Check the website for specific hours. 



Academic Counseling

Student Veterans Counselor

1st Floor Watson Hall, Room 119 (by appointment)

Call (714) 432-5700 to schedule an appointment

Every student at OCC is required to have a student educational plan (SEP) on 
file. If you have attended other colleges/universities, you need to have your 
transcripts evaluated BEFORE you make your counseling appointment. The 
veterans counselor develops a detailed SEP that meets the requirements 
set forth by the Department of Veterans Affairs. During your first counseling 
appointment, an academic orientation is incorporated to give you an 
overview of OCC’s programs and services. When creating your SEP, the 
counselor will help you determine a major and discuss what classes are 
needed to meet your academic goal. These courses will be mapped out using 
DegreeWorks. You can access your DegreeWorks account through MyOCC and 
track your course progress. If you are thinking about changing your major, you 
can run a “what if” scenario and see what extra courses you will need to fulfill 
this new academic program. Approval of a new program of study is done by 
making a counseling appointment. Drop-in counseling hours will be posted 
on the OCC Veterans Services website on the Events calendar. 

Please note: DegreeWorks does not have transfer information. If you are 
planning on transferring to a 4-year institution, you will need to meet 
additional requirements before you transfer. Transfer information can 
be found on ASSIST.org and will be discussed during your counseling 
appointment. 

Health Services

The OCC Student Health Center provides medical and mental health care to 
students on campus.  714-432-5808

Special Services

OCC Special Services addresses the needs of students with learning disabilities 
or conditions that interfere with learning. 714-432-5807



Student Veterans Group (Veterans Club)

The Orange Coast College Student Veterans’ Group is an 
active student club. New members are always welcome. 
Club meeting dates/times are published on the “event 
calendar” on the Veterans Services website. Information 
about the club, updates, and other resources can be found 
on the veterans website or in the Veterans’ Resource Center.

Drop Zone

714-432-6880

Dropzone@occ.cccd.edu

The Drop Zone is an on-campus resource to support Orange Coast College 
(OCC) student veterans who are struggling with personal problems that may 
negatively impact their educational success. Counselors in the Drop Zone are 
veterans themselves who understand the unique challenges that veterans 
encounter while balancing the conflicting priorities of home, work, and 
school. The Drop Zone is a safe place to share experiences and gain support 
through confidential one-on-one meetings. Some group meetings will 
be scheduled throughout the semester. Check the Events calendar on the 
Veterans website for details. 

VET NET Ally Awareness Program 

The Orange Coast College VET NET Ally Program is modeled 
after the California State University, Long Beach (CSULB) 
VET NET Ally program founded by Dr. Marshall Thomas. OCC 
faculty and staff can become a student veteran “ally” by 
attending a half-day seminar, which includes: 

• VET NET Ally program mission and OCC’s approach to 
assisting student veterans in their academic pursuits

• Veterans experiences in the classroom

• Military and post-service culture

• Why I joined 

• Who would you tell? - An experiential activity addressing the reasons 
men and women may or may not talk about their military experience

• Veterans issues in Higher Education

• Student veteran panel

• Being an Ally 

Faculty and staff who have attended the seminar will receive a VET NET Ally 
logo to post in their office, classroom, or working area to let student veterans 
know that they are sensitive to their needs and prepared to act as an “ally” to 
help them succeed. 

Orange Coast College



Additional Resources

On a regular basis, OCC hosts representatives from external agencies, such 
as AMVETS and CALVET. The representatives can answer questions and assist 
student veterans with filling out paperwork for non-educational benefits 
including medical, transportation, and housing. Visit the OCC Veterans Resource 
Center for representatives’ schedules or check the events page on the veterans 
website.

Orange Coast College is approved by the Bureau of School Approvals, the 
California State Department of Education, the Veterans Administration, and 
the California Department of Veterans Affairs to offer programs and services to 
veterans and eligible persons seeking benefits under all Federal and State laws. 
Orange Coast College follows the guidelines issued by the Council for Private 
and Post-Secondary and the Vocational Education which apply to all institutions 
enrolling veterans and other eligible persons for veteran benefits.

 

Orange Coast College 
2701 Fairview Rd.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626
www.orangecoastcollege.edu/ 
student services/veterans

OCC is among the top 15% of all schools nationwide to 
be selected a “Military Friendly School.”


